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the whole further course of Hegel's speculation is
just an attempt to show that even this greatest of
all antagonisms cannot be understood, except as
based upon a still more complex and concrete unity:
in other words, that the consciousness of self and
the consciousness of the not-self cannot be made
intelligible, unless they are both referred back to that
which is deeper and more comprehensive than
either, the consciousness of God.

To this point I shall have to return. For the
present I refer to it only to illustrate by contrast
the process of thought by which the Stoic gave rise
to the Neo-Platonic philosophy. For the movement
of speculation in Greece took a course directly
opposed to that of the dialectic of Hegel. In other
words, the progress of Greek philosophy was not
from the abstract to the concrete, but rather from the
concrete to the abstract. In the Post-Aristotelian
philosophies it made a regress from the object upon the
abstract subject, and endeavoured to treat the life of
that subject as complete in itself. And when in turn
the bare self of the subject was shown to be, in Its
isolation, insufficient for itself and self-contradictory,'
the Neo-Platonist sought to find truth by a still
further regress upon the unity that is presupposed
in the duality of the life of the subject, the bare
One, which is beyond all difference and division.
The One was, therefore, taken in its abstraction, as